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What do all students do?
• English
• English Literature
• Maths
• Core PE
• RE
• Science (Triple or Combined)



Double or Triple Science?
• your science teachers will decide and tell you 

which you are doing
• combined (or double) science is the 

equivalent of two GCSEs. Triple is worth 
three

• it will not affect your progression if you do 
combined.



GCSE or Technical/Vocational
Which is for me?







The National 
Careers Service 
says about Cabin 
Crew:
Being able to speak 
a second language 
gives you an 
advantage when 
making 
applications.

“I want to be a flight 
attendant and then go 
on to create my own 

business.  It has 
always been my 

dream to be 
successful and to 

travel”

From our Futures 
Survey:













How to choose?
● make the decision for the right reason
● plan for your future
● success builds on success
● enjoy what you are learning
● build a strong foundation.



GCSE subjects that are available

● Art
● Computer Science
● Drama
● Geography
● History
● Business Studies

● French
● German
● Music
● PE
● RS



Why learn a language?
Ian Bloor – Eskdale German Teacher









What does the government 
say?
“Our economy needs people who can 
communicate across the globe and trade with 
overseas businesses. This programme is about 
ensuring we have the next generation of young 
people with the languages needed to compete on 
the world stage.”

Nick Gibb – Schools Minister



What does the government 
say?
• around one fifth to a quarter of jobs required an 
advanced level of foreign language skills

• around one fifth to a quarter of employers said a 
language other than English was the most useful 
foreign language, with an emphasis on German, 
French and Russian

• one third of employers had difficulties filling 
positions as a result of applicants with insufficient 
foreign language competences.







Cambridge University study 
(2022)
• “Everyone can benefit from language learning. It 
is arguably one of the most complex mental 
activities you can do. So, it’s a powerful way to 
exercise your brain.” 

• Better academic performance 
• Improved concentration 
• A more powerful memory 
• Stronger communication skills 
• More creativity 



Our area and languages
• “. . . relatively high levels of take up for GCSE 
languages in London and the South East, but 
much smaller participation rates in the North East, 
and Yorkshire” (British Council)

• “Whitby may be a small town, but it has had an 
influence far beyond its size” (Historian Rosalin 
Barker)





Technical/Vocational Awards that 
are available

● Engineering Design
● Health and Social Care
● Hospitality and Catering
● BTEC Sport (you cannot choose this if you 

choose GCSE PE)
● Dance
● Engineering Manufacturing



Progression into WSF?
● Academic A-levels
● Level 3 BTEC qualifications
● Level 2 courses in 

○ Hair & Beauty
○ Business Enterprise & 

Customer Services
● Foundation Learning Programme



Timeline

● Options Evening: Thursday 8 February
● Deadline for return of form: Friday 23 

February

Please return the form to your tutor


