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Welcome to Eskdale. How do we see ourselves, and what do we strive to offer you and your sons and daughters? We see ourselves both as a
community within our walls and at the same time as a part of the greater community, that of Whitby, the Esk Valley and beyond

Eskdale is a successful, popular and happy school. Our work is founded on the comprehensive ideal - a belief that all students are equally
valued and that it is our task to help develop the abilities and talents that they all undoubtedly have.

Eskdale works extremely hard to provide the highest quality of teaching and learning, through a varied curriculum, a wide range of
extra-curricular clubs and events and a totally dedicated staff. As a consequence, we expect the highest attainment from our stude nts and will
settle for nothing less, celebrating achievement in all its forms and fro m students who demonstrate different abilities. At all levels we are
pleased to be judged on the outcomes of what we do. National and County data shows clearly that students make exceptional pr ogress in all
external tests and examinations.

We always wish to work in partnership with our parents to ensure a happy, caring and supportive environment, within which we all work
together, to achieve the very highest standards. These apply to all aspects of our life - academic learning, creativity, sport, and not least,
respect for one another. That is why we offer all our students the opportunity to learn and develop, the right to be listene d to and to express
themselves. In order to do these things properly, we do everything in our power to keep class sizes low; especially for those students with
exceptional needs. We also provide a clear set of expectations about behaviour, which aims at fairness to all.

In the 21st century, we will all have to be more flexible and better equipped to meet changes. Certai n human values, however, do not change.
At Eskdale we hope that you will join us in meeting the challenge of producing the citizens of this exciting future. When st udents leave us, we
take a lot of pleasure in reflecting on what they have achieved and tr acking their future progress. We are very conscious that their success

means a great deal in laying the foundations for a rich and fulfilling life.

We openly welcome visitors to look around the school and to view our students at work.

Mrs S Whelan
Headteacher
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School Uniform

Most parents, governors, staff and friends of the school agree that all students attending Eskdale should wear a uniform. We are fortunate in
this school that most parents readily co-operate with this. There is little doubt that the uniform saves a daily decision about what to wear and
the expense and pressure that comes from constantly changing fashion. Equally important is the fact that the school uniform i s associated with
work, whereas other clothestendtobe fAcasual 06 and associated with | eisure.

The personal appearance of all students must be sensible, clean and acceptable to staff. This may have particular reference to hair styles. Hair
dyes and sprays are not allowed. Jewellery, hair braids and earrings should not be worn by either boys or girls as these items are hazardous to
others and they are difficult to take care of in a large institution. Students who have pierced ears may wear one plain stud in the lobe of each
ear. For health and safety reasons, we do not allow students to wear jewellery in other piercings. Cosmetics are not allowed. A bag for carrying

books, equipment and PE Kit is essential. Parents are asked to mark clothing.

BOYS GIRLS

Black trousers or knee length tailored shorts Black knee length skirt, knee length tailored shorts or full length black trousers
White polo shirt with the school logo White polo shirt with the school logo

Navy blue sweater with the school logo Navy blue sweater with the school logo.

Black leather shoes Black leather shoes.

Plain dark socks White or dark plain socks or plain black tights
PE Kit PE Kit

Navy blue rugby shirt and/or plain navy polo shirt Navy blue rugby shirt and/or plain navy polo shirt
Black shorts Navy shorts

Shin pads (with ankle protection) Shin pads (with ankle protection)

Black football socks Navy football socks

Football boots (optional) Football boots (optional)

Trainers Trainers

White socks White socks

Tracksuit-navy or black Tracksuit-navy or black

Gum shield-hockey Gum shield-hockey

Water bottle Water bottle

Towel Towel 2



%] Term Dates

Autumn Term 2011

Thursday 1% September 2011 to | Friday 16™ December 2011
Half Term

Monday 24" October 2011 to | Friday 28" October 2011
Spring Term 2012

Monday 9" January 2012 to | Friday 30™ March 2012
Half Term

Monday 13" February 2012 to | Friday 17" February 2012
Summer Term 2012

Monday 16" April 2012 to | Friday 20" July 2012

Half Term

Monday 4" June 2012 to | Friday 20" July 2012

School Day Timings

8.55am-9.15am Registration
9.15am-10.15am Lesson 1
10.15am-11.15am Lesson 2
11.15am-11.30am Break
11.30am-12.30pm Lesson 3
12.30pm-1.20pm Lunch
1.20pm-1.25pm Registration
1.25pm-2.25pm Lesson 4
2.25pm-3.25pm Lesson 5

Staff Training Days 2011/12

Monday 21*' November 2011
Monday 19" December 2011
Tuesday 20" December 2011
Friday 6™ January 2012
Friday 4" May 2012



Year 9 GCSE Results 2010/11

Subjects A* A B C D E F G No Total
Result | Results

GCSE

Mathematics 22 29 17 4 0 0 0 0 0 72

Module

GCSE

Mathematics 11 9 2 5 1 0 28

Linear Paper

GCSE General |, 2 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 9

Studies

GCSE Statistics 5 10 19 8 1 0 0 0 1 44

End of Key Stage 3 Results 2010/11 (TeacherAssessments)

Subjects Level | Level Level Level | Level Level Level Level No Total
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Result Results
English 1 7 51 32 8 1 0 0 1 101
Mathematics 24 38 18 12 7 2 0 0 0 101
Science 0 9 62 24 6 0 0 0 0 101
French 0 1 22 42 7 1 0 0 0 74
German 0 0 21 6 0 0 0 0 0 27
Geography 0 10 57 24 8 1 0 0 1 101
History 0 4 57 29 8 2 0 0 1 101
Religious Education 0 21 39 31 6 0 0 0 3 101
Art* 0 3 30 27 4 0 0 0 37* 101
ICT 0 50 30 13 8 0 0 0 0 101
Design and Technology 0 13 45 34 8 0 0 0 1 101
Physical Education 0 4 56 38 3 0 0 0 0 101
PSHCE 0 3 50 37 9 1 0 0 1 101
Music 0 9 65 25 0 0 0 0 2 101

*Unable to report on subject due to staff absence




Administrative Team
one of the school 6s administr

If you contact the school by telephone or arrive at the front door, you will me et
try to find out who you need to see. The team are :
Mrs Lisa Thompson Mrs Elizabeth Hutton
(Administrator) (Bursar)
Mrs Sue Cana Mrs Juliet Hutchinson

(Admin Assistant) (Finance & Admin Assistant)

If you need to contact a member of staff about your son or daughter and you know which Form Group they are in, ask one of the administrative
team if your childdés Form Tutor is available. However , Manhaggrsowil hedpr e

you.

Leadership Team
Mrs S Whelan
Headteacher

Mr P Sawer
Assistant Headteacher
Site Manager and ICT Coordinator

Mr P Dixon
Assistant Headteacher
Learning Manager

Mrs J Button
Assistant Headteacher

Human Resources and Coordinator for Pastoral
Care
Mrs A Scales

Mr | Bloor
Learning Manager Y8

Learning Manager Y7

Mrs J Kiddle
Special Needs and Inclusion Manager



Curriculum Team

Mrs B Anderson
Mr | Bloor

Mrs J Button
Mrs J Carter -Brown
Mr J Cox

Mrs S Davey
Mrs J Dixon

Mr P Dixon

Mr B Gallagher
Mrs S Harrison
Mrs Z Hurworth
Mrs J Kiddle
Mrs C Landers

Mr S Matthewson

Music

German

RE

Learning Support

Drama, History

Food Technology, Maths

ICT

History

French

English

Maths, Statistics

Geography

Mathematics, French, Library

Design & Technology, Art

Mrs J McCleave
Mr J Milner

Mrs E Norman
Ms J Parlby
Mrs D Parkin
Mrs C Pearson
Mr A Raw

Mrs F Sawer
Mr P Sawer
Mrs A M Scales
Mrs K Smith
Mrs S Smith
Mrs G Teasdale
Mrs C Watson

Mrs S Whelan

English

ICT

Science

One to One Tuition, French, L2L
Art & Design

Science

Physical Education

PSHE & Citizenship, L2L
Design & Technology

Physical Education

English, Geography, RE, PSHE
Music

Mathematics

SSCO, PE, Science

Science



Non Teaching Staff

Teaching Assistants
Mrs L Bedingfield

Mrs L Briggs

Miss L Broadley

Mrs T Dixon

Mrs C Goldsmith

Mr G Lorains

Miss K Ward

Mrs J Westwood

Technicians
Mr S Angus
Mr D Smith

Librarian
Mrs J Dixon

Caretaker
Mr J Oliver

Catering Manager
Mrs W Storr

Assistant Cook
Mrs M Bollands

Catering Assistants
Mrs J Brown

Miss K Trueman

Mrs D Walker

Miss K Wilson

Cleaning Staff
Mrs K Clarke

Mr J Keys

Mrs E Reeves
Mrs D Walker
Mrs J Waller



The Governing Body

Parents nominate and elect their own representatives to sit on the Governing Body. This provides opportunities to take a wid er
interest in the school and to share in a range of responsibilities. The law now provides for the Governors to present an ann ual report
to parents.

Appointed by the LEA

Clir 3 Mortimer (Vice Chair)
Clir H Tindall

Parent Governors
Ms B Cooke

Mrs J Simpson

Mr A Teasdale

Mrs S Verrill

Staff Governors
Mr P Dixon
Mrs J McCleave

Community Governors

Mrs F Holden
Mr M Ward (Chair)
Mrs S Welford

Clerk to the Governors
Mrs R Corner



Aims and Objectives
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Aims

-

A To recognise and encourage talents of all kinds and to ensure that students see learning as part of a lifelong process and leave school as
well prepared as possible for the next stage in their lives.

A To develop the school as a caring, harmonious community able to identify and satisfy the educational and pastoral needs of each child.

A To develop a school in which enjoyment is experienced and whose members have a positive approach to life.

Objectives

We try to ensure that all students develop those skills necessary to become qualified, literate, numerate and valued members of society and to
help students:
A appreciate what it means to be a member of a community (local, nati onal, and global)
A weigh evidence, form opinions and express themselves orally as well as in writing
A extend their level of performance in as many areas of study as possible and to the highest degree
A understand something about the world of work and the major influences on society, particularly the implications of the rapid advances in
Maths, Science and Technology
A appreciate beauty in both the natural world and in the Arts
A understand what challenges and opportunities are available when they leave school
A have some understanding of moral and spiritual values and be sensitive to the needs of others by demonstrating concern for them and for
the community and society at large
A have the opportunity for developing imagination, physical skills and taking part in creat ive activities and the constructive enjoyment of

leisure.



The Pastoral Curriculum

At Eskdale we are not only concerned about what we teach but with the different ways in which we all learn. We learn by liste ning, watching
and doing; we learn in class groups, small groups, friendship groups, ability groups and individually. We learn facts, gain k nowledge of subjects,
generate ideas, express opinions and develop our understanding of the world in which we live. Most important ly, however, the processes
through which we learn at school colour and shape us as people. We believe that the quality of life for tomorrow is rooted in the way in which
life is conducted. For these reasons, we do not have lists of rules and regulations. We emphasise the need to treat others as we would wish to
be treated ourselves.

Pastoral Organisationand Support

The Pastoral System is the way in which the staff fulfil their responsibilities for the general welfare of the students. Whil st all staff share these
responsibilities the most i mportant teacher, from t he slfcontaetartdd
whom they can quickly turn to for advice and assistance. The Form Tutors will also monitor the student s 6 gener al progres
punctuality, attendance and appearance. Form Tutors are led by the Learning Managers, who may be consulted by parents if they have a
particular problem or matter of concern. Similarly, the Learning Managers will contact par ents, when and if necessary.

These members of staff, in particular, have forged effective links between Eskdale, our Partner Primary schools and Whitby Community College
and various social agencies.

The school aso offers a confidential counselling service which is provided by Whitby Underground and managed by Seachange Community
Trust, a local charity based at Church House in Whitby. The aim of this counselling is to help improve the health, well being , educational
attainment and life choices of our students by supporting them with a range of issues.

10



s 71 Special Needs

%

Inclusion and Diversity
Aims

A To create a pleasant and purposeful environment which provides individual students with the support they need to overcome difficulties
and promote their strengths.

A To enable students with special needs to integrate successfully within mainstream groups and to give them access to a broad and
balanced curriculum.

Organisation

Students with Special Needs are supported in a number of ways. The Inclusion Manager oversees the management of the department and
regularly reviews the progress of students. This is done through the Annual Review process for statemented students. Students at School
Action Plus and School Action have theirprogress monitored within the school system and reviews when appropriate.

Along with their peers, students with Special Needs at Eskdale benefit from the increased teacher attention which results fro m smaller class
sizes. Some students, however, do require more intensive support. Students with particular learning difficulties in literacy and numeracy are
withdrawn from lessons each week to work individually or within small groups. Students with physical disabilities, behavioura | or learning
difficulties may require support from specialist support teachers or other outside agencies, such as the Educational Psychologist. Eskdale § a
fully inclusive school.

Eskdale School has a large experienced team of Teaching Assistants, who provide iaclass support or work with individual or small groups of
students. The school is a designated school for providing access for students with physical disabilities. Wheelchair ramps ard lifts have been
installed so that all curriculum areas can be reached and the disabled toilet has been enlarged and refurbished for wheelchair access.

11



Reporting

Monitoring Academic Progress and Assessment

Student academic progress is assessed regularly throughout the school year using a range of both formal and informal curriculum assessments.

The school issues three reports each year to parents. In Year 7 (with the exception of the Autumn term) and in Yea r 8, termly Progress Reports
are sent home containing an assessment of the level at which your child is working and a target level for the end of that aca demic year. This
informationwillalso b e accompani ed tboy LaemromApnpgléi cganttidoenat hbatunt akestudent sdé, e
behaviour and reliability with homework.

In Year 9, students will receive two reports in the Autumn and Spring terms and a more detailed End of Key Stage 3 report in  the Summer

term. Thisreportcarr i es t he same basic information as the termly Progress F
progress, general involvement in the life of the school, attendance and behaviour. This will enable parents to get a full and clear picture of their
son/ daughterdos devel opment at Eskdal e.

Regular parent/teacher consultations take place during each school year but all parents are welcome to contact the school at any time to
discuss the progress of their child.

Student assessment records are sentto Whitby Community College at the end of Year 9.

12



s Behaviour and Attendance

<Y
5

Behaviour Management

Our priority is to encourage students to develop self -discipline and self-respect about their appearance, behaviour and standard of work. Good
discipline is a product of consistent attention to detail both in and outside the classroom. It arises from the friendly but firm insistence that all
members of the school community keep to the standards set out by the School. This i s achieved by consistently reinforcing high standards in all
things by rewarding academic and extra-curricular accomplishments and good citizenship. However, if students misbehave, we enforce required
behavioural values by disciplining those responsible. Sanctions may take the form of withdrawal of privileges or detention after school. At least 24
hours notice of the detention will normally be provided. Continued failure to respond to correction can lead to a studentbei ng 6 On Repo
serious procedure of very closely monitored work and behaviour. The final in -school sanction is supervised isolation from other students. In the
most serious cases, the Headteacher may exclude a student from school. We expect the partnership between home and school to be proactive
and mutually supportive. This will create a climate in which teaching and learning can be at its most effective and enable ev ery individual to fulfil
his/her potential.

Contact between Home and School

It is impossible to stress too strongly the need for close co-operation between home and school. We urge parents to contact the school whenever
they are troubled by a school matter or a problem with which we can help. Parents who wish to speak about the general welfare or progress of
their child may contact the Learning Manager either by telephone or e-mail or making an appointment to visit. The Headteacher, or other senior
staff are always happy to see parents or to speak with them if they believe a matter should be brought to their attention. It  is better to seek
advice and help at an early stage rather than worry and risk situations deteriorating.

Attendance

Parents are requested to telephoneore-mai | t he School Of fice, before 8.50am on t habserice.
If a child is absent for any length of time parents are advised to inform the school to notify when their child is to return.  Applications for leave of
absence during term time should be made o0 nice)as sodhad posdidey Anyabsemsé fron echobla i
without notification from a parent, will result in a telephone call, text or letter from the Attendance Officer. Wherenorea son f or a st
absence is forthcoming the absence will be marked on the register as unauthorised.

13



Day to Day Matters

The School Day

The Eskdale school day begins at 8.55am and ends at 3.25pm. There is a morning break between lessons 2 and 3 from 11.15am to 11.30am.
Lunch is from 12.30pm to 1.20pm. Weekly teaching time is 25 hours.

Please note that during the periods between 8.30-9.00am and 3.15-3.45pm parents are requested NOT to drive onto the school site or to turn
around in the road entrance to the school.

Junior Baccalaureate

Wehavean extensive rewards system throughout the school desi gn®&ewardpe
Points can be awarded to all students from Year 7 up to Year 9. These are recorded and redeemed for gifts from the school of fice. At the end of

the year there is a Presentation Assembly at which certificates and prizes in the form of vouchers are awarded. The Headteache r 6 s Co mme
is given to students for exceptional achievement. We involve parents closely in all these systems.

Homework

All students are expected to do some homework. It provides opportunities for students to work on their own initiative, compl ete unfinished tasks,
learn new vocabulary, research and extend their own understanding. As a guide, we expect students to do between 30 - 45 minutes per night for
each subject set. Obviously, the amount of time spent on homework will vary from student to student and much will depend on the nature of the
work being done. All parents receive a copy of the homework timetable in September. We are very grateful for any help that parents can offer

help with homework but it is vitally important that parents do not push their son/daughter too hard.  All students are given a planner and Form
Tutors sign it once a week. Parents are asked to look at this once a week, comment where necessary and sign it. The planner is a simple but
effective way of keeping in touch with your son/ daughterds progres

14



Personal Belongings

Al | per sonal i t ems, clothing, bags et c. must be mar ked wsstordantadgee
Students are expected to pay for school property lost while in their care. Normally, large sums of money should not be brought to school but
if there is a special reason for doing so, it should be handed to the Form Tutor and s/he will lock it away.

Equipment

In addition to the school uniform and kit associated with Physical Ed ucation, we encourage students to bring their own pens, pencils and

rulers. We also like them to have their own calculator and dictionary. The Mathematics department sell good calculators at a reasonable
price and the English dkepar Gemot veesel onhat the dPotionary is mor
departments concerned are only too happy to offer advice or assistance.

Lunchtime Arrangements

All students are expected to stay on the premises at lunchtime unless they go home for a meal. A small number of students bring
sandwiches, but the majority of the children use the cafeteria where they pay every week for the items chosen through the sch ool cashless
catering system. A range of hot foods and sweet courses are available and students are encouraged to choose wisely. Students on special
diets, vegetarians and those with food allergies are all catered for by our kitchen staff. A good balanced meal can be bough t for about £2.10.
To encourage students to eat healthily, chips are available only once a week. A chilled water facility has been installed which enables
students to fill their water bottles.

15



Day to Day Matters continued

Snacks

All students are welcome to take advantage of the snacks we offer during the morning break. Hot drinks, soup, bread and fruit are now
available from our kitchen staff for relatively little money. Both students and staff have found this a valuable service, pa rticularly if you have
had to make an early start!

Medical Matters

Occasionally, students are not well enough to continue with their lessons. Under the supervision of staff, they maybesent t o t he 0 Q!
to recover. In some cases, parents may be asked to take the student home.

If an accident occurs, then we arrange for the student to go to hospital, either by ambulance or by staff car. Parents are immediately
informed and asked to go directly to the hospital.

A nurse is in school regularly to interview groups of students about health matters a nd the school doctor makes periodic visits to ensure that
students with serious complaints or disabilities are receiving the right provision. Students may request an appointment with the school nurse.

Transport

Many students travel to the school from a w ide area using train, bus and taxi. The arrangements are made by the Passenger Transport Group
at County Hall, Northallerton. A senior member of staff at Eskdale is responsible for transport and is in regular communicati on with operators
and with County Hall. Special arrangements are in place should bad weather disrupt travel to and from school. We try to ensure that all
students enjoy trouble -free journeys at all times.

16



Art
@i febs Ribch Tapestry

Al l st udent s 0fromia basiswbdirdct obsergaiion and personal experience and from this their skills of perception and
analysis are developed. They will acquire an understanding of a wide range of materials and techniques and will have the opportunity to
produce work in both two and three dimensions. Our students will have a wide range of activities available to them in drawing, painting,
printmaking and sculpture. We aim to stimulate and develop a balance between their imaginative and creative abilities.

Students are encouraged to become more aware of the Art of others, be they fellow pupils or other artists; and to understand their place
within this context. They are encouraged to appreciate different approaches to artwork. Students are encouraged to assess the ir own
and each o andbeaablesto disousskts individual merits in a supportive setting.

At Eskdale School we build upon and develop the individual and unique abilities and strengths of each student. All year groups study Art
over the three years.

We aim to enable them to acquire a discriminating enjoyment and appreciation of their cultural surroundings as well as to dev elop their
individual talents.

17



Design & Technology
6 L e a r hrough @oingd

Design and Technology is an exciting subjectto study. It provides opportunities for students to solve all sorts of problems in a practical way
by designing and making things.

Students are expected to find out what peopleds needs ar esoldionsitot o
fulfil them.

There are many starting points for design activities. The range of materials and technologies is increasing every day. Therefore, knowing
where and how to plan; how to organise and present; how to develop evaluate and how to mak e sense of their work is a very important part
of a studentods education.

The work undertaken by all students forms part of the National Curriculum and their work is marked and assessed to show their capability in
Design and Technology.

Design and Technobgy involves a variety of different activities but these fall into two main categories:

A 1 Designing
A 2 Making

These two activities are very important. All projects undertaken will involve elements of
each of them.

Design and Technology includes working with a wide range of materials including wood,
metal, plastics as well as developing food and graphic skills.

Both boys and girls study all aspects of Design and Technology in all three years for
approximately 8 per cent of their weekly timetable. This provides the foundation for Key
Stage 4 at Whitby Community College.

18



Drama

Putting yourself intbo anot her personds shoes
@elieving in yourselfd

Drama is a mixture of activities. Sometimes we make up plays, other times we read them: sometimes we dance, sing and recite:
sometimes we mime, imitate and mirror: sometimes we share, present and perform. Whatever activity we are involved in we try t o be:

A Confident about our own ideas

Generous and tolerant  towards others

Keen to express and share feelings and thought

Eager to analyse understand and express another personédés p:

> > > >

DRAMA AS A LEARNING PROCESS
Drama i s about putting yourself into anotherodés shoes andpesssnki |

and the way in which he or she behaves. It does not matter whether you are asked to be an energetic pop star, an ageing gra ndparent,
a villain, a hero, a robot or an anxious parent, the questions asto : -

A Who are we?
A What are we?
A Why are we like we are?

are more important than the answers . We all have a story to tell, D rama helps us to tell it.

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS
Eskdalehas a strong tradition of school productions. W e aim to involve as many young people as possible both on the stage and behind
the scenes. Normally, annual productions involve about 100 students. Our most recent productions have been

ABugsy Mal oneo
reaseo 2008
Dracul ao 2010

4

A
A
A

1]
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English

OA Language for Lifebo

English is a vital way of communicating, both in school and public
life.

In studying English at Eskdale, students develop skills in speaking
and listening, reading and writing so that they can express
themselves creatively and imaginatively and communicate
effectively with others. They are encouraged to become
enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poems, plays, non-
fiction and media texts. They learn about how their language works
so that they can adapt what they say and write in a variety of
situations. Students are given opportunities to apply and develop
their ICT capability within English lessons

Students receive three lessons of English per week One of these
will normally be in the school library.

Literacy across the Curriculum

English is not only a subject at Eskdale but is important part of all lessons. Acknowledging that literacy is the key to im proving learning
and raising standards, all teachers contribute to the language development of students within their own subject ar eas.

20



Geography
6The Worl d About Us 6

The phrase fAlocal to globalo could well be

Year 7 : Students begin their course by looking at their local area, using map skills, and making links to the rest of the UK and the world.
Themed topics include, Earthquakes and Volcanoes, Population and Settlement and Rivers. All students take part in field work at Grosmont
as part of the River unit.

Year 8 : Students investigate themes in the human and p hysical environment. These include Coasts, Limestone Landscapes, the EU and
Italy and Ecosystems

Year9: This year | ooks at gl obal i ssues. The wunits develop stmemer
The Global Fashionhdustry, the Rise of China and World Water. A GCSE wur
Increasing emphasis is being placed on developingsi d e nt 6 s | i t e r askilis theugldindivitdull, pairkd andggoup work.

Students are assessed throughout the course by a combination of written and practical work.

21



History
OWeighing Up the Evidenced

During their time at Eskdale students learn about significant individuals and events in the history of Britain from the Middle Ages to the twentieth
century. They also learn about key aspects of European and World History. They show their understanding by making connections between
events and changes in the different periods and areas studied, and by comparing the structure of societies and economic, cultural and political

developments. They evaluate and use sources of information, using their historical knowledge to analyse the past and explain how it can be
represented and interpreted in different ways.

In History, students will acquire and apply knowledge, skills and understanding in five main areas:
A Chronological understanding

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past

Historical interpretation

Historical enquiry

Organisation and communication

> > > > P

These aspects of knowledge, understanding and skills are developed in the programme of study for history through three Briti sh studies, a
European study and two world studies.

22



Information Technology
6Tomorrowds Worl dob

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) prepares students to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work and other
activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied and developing technology. Students use ICT tools to find, explore, analyse,
exchange and present information responsibly, creatively and without discrimination.

- QO =~ -

find your leyey

ICT promotes initiative and independent learning with students being able to make informed judgements about when and where to use ICT
to best effect, and to consider its implications for home and work both now and in the future.

As part of their ICT course, students have timetabled Information Technology lessons where they learn to use the equipment and develop
their skills through a series of modules. Topics covered include Desktop Publishing, Spreadsheets, Databases, Control and Mtimedia
Presentations. The skills learned are then developed in other curriculum areas.

The computer network extends to many other areas of the school and most classrooms now have interactive whiteboards in them. High
speed internet access is made available on all of the networked computers in the school.

We encourage students to use computers as a tool, like a pen or pencil. All subjects recognise that many students have access to a
computer at home and encourage them to use it for homework and research assignments.

23



Mathematics
6Mat hs f or Lifebo

Todayodos student s challengihg aia enjoyalbieasubjeat. 8Vhila tackling Key Stage 3 of the National Curriculum, students use a
variety of approaches. Some work is of a traditional nature with students using text books or work sheets. Interactive Whiteb oards are now
installed in both classrooms in the department. At other times students use apparatus of various kinds. Mental arithmetic plays an importa nt
part in the subject.

The National Curriculum is divided into four areas:
using and applying mathematics

number and algebra

shape, space and measure

handling data

H oo

You will be familiar with number, algebra, shape, space and measures from your own schooldays. Handling data covers aspects of statistics
and probability, both are important in todayds worl d.

Using and applying Mathe mat i cs i s the other Anewo area of Mathematics. Or is
students doing coursework, where they need to apply the Mathematics that they have learnt in the other parts of the subject. GCSE Statistics
is offered to students in Year 8 and 9 and the examination is taken at the end of Year 9
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Modern Foreign Languages
6Tal king to our Neighboursé

The Modern Languages Department at Eskdale is committed to providing all our pupils with the opportunity to learn a foreign | anguage.
Central to the teaching of languages at Eskdale are the principles of fun, enthusiasm and a desire to broaden horizons and open young
peopl edbs eyes to the opportunities the ability to speak g@theflateste i
course books and making frequent use of games, songs, video, IT, interactive whiteboards and the Internet. This ensures that the

language learning experience of our pupils is both relevant and stimulating.

All pupils study both French and German in Year 7 and then focus on one of these two languages in Year 8 and 9. By Year 9 all pupils
leave the school with a sound basic knowledge of at least one foreign language. Pupils who are interested in continuing to le arn both
languages have the opportunitytodosoasanextra-cur r i cul ar acti vity oogramnseinfreard of t he i

Eskdale has close links with a school in Germany (HeinrichBoll Schule
in the village of Flrth near Heidelberg) and runs an annual exchange
visit to the school. We also encourage our pupils to use the language
they have learned by finding pen friends for them to write to. We are
currently also developing links with a school in Le Mans, France.

The ability to communicate in a foreign language is becoming increasingly important in all walks of life. At Eskdale we aim t o provide our
students with the basics of at least one language and an enthusiasm for language learning and different cultures that they can build o n in the
future.

25



Performing, composing and appraising are National Curriculum attainment targets and an integral part of musicianship in the c lassroom.

Performing on a variety of percussion instruments leads to work on keyboards, drums, guitars and other available instruments. Correct
keyboard technique is considered paramount to performing skills and is taught to all students.

Composing begins with exploring musical elements including rhythmic patterns, textur e, dynamics, and through improvisations and writing
abstract musical scores. As keyboard skills progress, conventional pitched notation is learnt in order to record ideas and ensuing
arrangements, raps, songs and instrumental pieces.

Appraising covers al aspects of responding to a variety of music by considering texture, timbre, structure and genre.

The Music room is well equipped with keyboards, arranged to enable both individual and ensemble practice. Computer software enables
the composition, printin g and recording of music, giving students a good introduction to music technology

Singing, brass, woodwind, strings, keyboard, guitar and drums are all taught by peripatetic teachers. All players are encoura ged to
participate in school life in a wide vari ety of music-making. Regular weekly lunchtime clubs include Choir, Band, recorders, and string
group. Students can book time in the Music Studio to practise alone or in a group or rock band. All groups embrace players of many
different standards, instruments and musical tastes.

In conjunction with the Drama department we have staged numerousmusical s, i ncl udi ngg GiRageyYy Maldo dd
Spectacul ar 6.

The school is also the local examination centre for the Associated Board of the Royal Schools & Music and as such encourages local young
people to take up the challenge of graded tests of musicianship in instrumental playing of both classical and jazz music, practical and

theory.
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Physical Education
@®eveloping Lifelong Habitsd

The PE department encourages and realises the talents and abilities of all students to support their
understanding and need for an active and healthy lifestyle both now and in the future. Students are
provided with a safe, purposeful and fun environment to support the development of their competences and
confidence to take part in a range of physical activities that become a central part of their lives, both in and
out of school. The curriculum is adapted to meet the needs and interests of our students to help with their
success and application across the activities.

Students build upon generic multi-skilled activities developed at primary school, making decisions as to how
and when to implement them in order to foster both thei r mental and physical capacities. Throughout their
three years, our students are encouraged to perform to the best of their ability, challenging themselves to
take risks and embrace both failure and s ucrmanees.
making informed choices to influence future improvements.

Through close links with our local primary schools, our students have the opportunity to demonstrate their
skills as officials, team managers, recorders and time keepers. This aspect of leadership has been
introduced into the Year 9 PE option choice allowing our students to gain a Sports Leaders Level 1
gualification. Students have been highly praised for their enthusiastic and professional approach towards
the events they have led.

Competitive sport at inter form, house and school level is commonly practiced during lunch times, after
school and at weekends. Access to these opportunities is open to all our students. Although we are a small
school, Eskdale students consistently achievedistrict, county and national success. To ensure that we
remain up to date with the views of our students
from each form group providing viewpoints and suggestions for the department to respond t o.

Our students develop positive social and communication skills that enhance the spirit of team games,
learning to appreciate the strengths and limitations of their peers. Above all we encourage our students to
enjoy their learning and fulfil their true potential.
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PSHE and Citizenship
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

PSHE and Citizenship at Eskdale is designed to under pin tneoigesesf&dyc
Stage 3 Curriculum. Through the teaching and learning of the three aspects of the subject (Personal well -being, Economic wellbeing and
Citizenship) pupils are provided with the knowl edge mhdirs&kspgdrssiv
It is an essential part of the school s ethos and hel pafthy,stay safeoande r
make a positive contribution to both their school and the wider community.

All pupils have one PSHE and Citizenship lesson each week. The issues and topics covered in each year group are as follows;

Year 7
PSHE (Personal Well -being): Identity and Diversity, Relationships and social skills, Emotional well-being
Citizenship: Rights and Responsibilities, Crime and Justice, Democracy

Year 8
PSHE (Economic Well -being): Careers and the World of Work, Money and Finance, Enterprise
Citizenship: Global Citizenship, Democracy, Justice

Year 9

PSHE (Personal Well -being): Sex and Relationships, Drugs and Alcohol
PSHE (Economic Well -being): Options in Year 10, Careers
Citizenship:  Cultural Identity and Diversity in the UK

In addition to these designated lessons, many elements of the PSHE and
Citizenship curriaulum are also taught in a range of other subjects such as RE,
History, Geography, PE and English.
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Religious Education
OEveryone Believes in Somethingéb

R.E. is an essential part of Eskdale School's curriculum in that it contributes to a student's overall development, both individ ual and social.
The R.E. course isdesigned to help our students develop an open, sensitive and reflective approach to understanding the dimensions of
religious belief and practice.

-

While the school recognises that the religious tradition of the
Whitby area is largely Christian, R.E. also takes account of
the multi-faith nature of our Country and world.

The R.E. programme follows the National Schemes of work.

Most of the units of work covered during Key Stage 3 follow a thematic approach and Christianity features in most topics. Examples include:
Justice, Rites of Passage and Pilgrimage. Students will also have the opportunity to develop a systematic understanding of wald religions
such as Buddhism and Sikhism. Videos, posters and artefacts are used to create a useful experience

The R.E. department adopts a varied approach to teaching which provides opportunities for flexible learning, for example: -
A students work individually, in pairs and groups

research activities are set during lessons and for homework

projects and special assignments are encouraged, especially in Year 9

students are tested for their knowledge and understanding

students learn to manage their own learning through guided self -assesment.

> > > >
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Science
OWhere Learning is Funbo

Science lessons are different but rely on the same skills and knowledge
learned in other subjects. Literacy and numeracy are just as important. Most
lessons involve experiments, but not all. A lot of work is done in groups, so
cooperation is important. Often, we use a problem-solving approach to
Science so that students are actively involved in the learning process. Much
of our work encourages the use of thinking skills. ICT is used for research,
homework, graphs and analysis of results.

We have worked hard at Eskdale to make sure we build for the Science courses at Whitby Community College. We are very proud do the
results we have achieved thanks to the hard work of our staff and students. We have modern laboratories for students to work in.

At Eskdale we try to make Science an exciting and enjoyable learning experience
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Sex and Relationships

Sex and Relationships Education

As part of our PSHE programme pupils in Year 9 complete a unit of learning, which focuses on the areas of Sex and Relationshps. We feel
that it is important that parents and carers should be aware of the content of these lessons. As a school we strongly believe that this
focus on the personal well-being of our pupils is very important. However, currently the law does provide parents and carers with the

right to withdraw a child from these less ons and as a school we have a duty to inform them of this right. Parents or carers who have
concerns or questions about the content of the lessons should not hesitate to contact the school to discuss the matter.

Below there is an outline of the key concepts and questions that we look at and discuss in this unit.

Year 9 PSHE Personal Weltbeing: Sex and Relationships

Sexual activity and human reproduction

Contraception and pregnancy

Sexual health, transmitted infections and HIV

Looking at the importance of a positive sense of self (being true to yourself, your own beliefs and feelings) within relation ships1
particularly sexual relationships.

Looking at how self-esteem can affect relationships and how it can change within a relationship

How can sex and sexual relationships have both positive and negative effects on our well-being and health? What choices do we have
to make? What information can we base these choices on?

How can sex and sexual relationships have both positive and negative effects on our lives? What support is available when things go
wrong?

Coping with growth and changed especially puberty and relationships

What are the risks involved in sexual relationships? How can we manage these risks?

Peer pressured especialy the pressure to become sexually active. Looking at ways of dealing with this pressure.

The importance of being confident about the decisions we make within relationships.

What skills do we need to learn and practice to ensure successful relationships?

Looking at the kind of feelings and emotions that sex can cause within relationships (positive and negative).

> > > > > >

>

> >y > > D>
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Personalised Learning

Choices

In addition to our core curriculum, each of our Year 9 students can personalise their learning by selecting from a range of learning options made
available to them. Some of the courses lead to GCSE qualifications whilst others prepare them for the demands of Key Stage 4

Courses that have been completed include:

GCSE Statistics GCSE @neral Studies
BTEC Physical Education Vocational Construction
Performing Arts Music

Information Technology Life Skills

Extended French

Learning to Learn

Learning to Learn is a nationally recognised three year programme of study for Key Stage 3 students. It is organised into themes: | Learner and
Team Learner. Each of these themes is developed at Eskdale and reflects our view that students need to know about themselves, their
capabilities and potential, and the dynamics of group interaction when confronting shared problems.

The Learning to Learn programme of study conveys to students a body of knowledge about learning, the importance of developing personal
learning attributes and also provides opportunities for them to practice new found skills . In short, Learning to Learn offers the possibility of
moving students from one of dependence to one of independence.

Aln times of change the |l earners wil/ i nherit the eart hwithawaridwhechnoh
l onger exists. o
Eric Hoff
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Extra Curricular Activities

School Trips

Students enjoy a wide variety of trips and visits throughout the year such as:
ski visit to Austria Wimbledon tennis day trip
outdoor pursuits at Bewerley Park several trips to the theatre
foreign language visit i Paris performing arts visit to London

trip to West Yorkshire Playhouse
to see -DeaR0Al e 6

Clubs and Activities
Many clubs run at lunchtime and after school offering a range of activities especially in sport, music and drama.

CrossCurricular Days

CrossCurricular Days provide a valuable extension to the traditional learning environment of the classroom. It enables and empower s
students to utilise the natural skills that they p ossess, in a range of challenging situations, by offering them activities, which would not
normally be a part of the school curriculum.

RecentCrossCur ri cul ar days have been closely Ilinked to Of st atdndystowidenc
their experience of other cultures and religions.

0Africa Day6 certainly fulfilled this re
staff, across the curricul um. T h iOstober 2011,
and once again pupils will experience many aspects of Indian culture through food,
music, dance and customs to name but a few.

Later in the year, Cross-Curricular themes will focus on the Olympics.

Extra-Curricular Activities

National Poetry Dayd 06.10.11 Visit to synagogue in Leeds

Annapurna Dance Company Puzzle Day 22.10.10

Africa Day Storytellerd 30.09.11 33




Outdoor Education

Many of our Year 8 students take the opportunity to visit Bewerley Park. At this Outdoor Centre for Education, in the Yorkshire Dales at
Pateley Bridge, students have the opportunity to tackle a range of activities they cannot normally do in school.

These activities include:-

Orie nteering Although orienteering is part of the school curriculum, students are not familiar with the course at Bewerley Park, and find
this a real test of their map skills

Rock Climbing Students normally go to Brimham Rocks for rock climbing. Although these
outcrops are various shapes, none of them are very high, making Brimham Rocks an ideal
classroom.

Canoeing Eskdale students really show their skills when canoeing. Many of our students
are familiar with boats of var ious kinds and often excel at canoeing.

Caving Before the course begins, students are probably more concerned about caving than
any other activity. At the end of the week they often look back upon caving as the best part
of the week. Extensive safety precautions are taken, and the Bewerley Park teachers are all
experienced cavers.

Many of the activities involve team work. Students must learn to trust each oth er and to work as part of a team. By the end of the week
this is not normally a problem!

In later years students seem to remember their week at Bewerley Park more easily than any other week at Eskdale!
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The School Library

We aim to: -

A support the whole curriculum and to supply stimulus and reference resources in response to
students and teachers' identification of needs

provide a broad selection of fictional material to appeal to all ages, interests and abilities

promote reading for pleasure, both fiction and non -fiction

encourage the use of the library, so that it will become a habit which will not die upon
leaving school

install the idea of sharing resources with others, and being responsible for their correct use.

> > >

Students are now in charge of a library shop. The shop is open 3 lunchtimes a week. These students
choose and order stock and keep computerised accountsit is run entirely as its own business.

Information Technology

Students use the PCs in the library to access the Internet to search for information on the Web, to use
the MyMathsbprogramme and to do homework.

To help improve the profile of our school library we have installed the computerised Microlibrarian
System whereby students are issued books if they wish through a fingerprint recognition facility. This
system translates the fingerprint in to a mathematical identity number, just like any other identity
number, which is then encrypted. It is not possible to recreate this image of the original scan from the
data stored so security is assured. We hope to make our library a more interesting place to visit and that

all students enjoy taking a book out to read !

Access

In addition to regular library lessons, students can visit the library at lunch time.
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Complaints

We receive very few complaints at Eskdale School and we hope that, in the majority of cases, any misunderstandings or disagreements can be
solved quickly in an informal and friendly way.

We hope that, by listening if things do go wrong, we will be able to improve the quality of the education offered here.
It is important to us that we can solve pr oblems.

If you are concerned about anything then please contact the Form Tutor (via the Student Planner), Learning Manager or, if you think it is
appropriate, the Headteacher. If it is necessary, an appointment will be made (usually within 48 hours) for you to visit the school.

A detailed two stage 6Complaints Procedure6 is available on reques

If Things Go Wrong

Documents giving additional information concerning the organisation and content of the Curriculum are available for public in spection. If you wish
to view any of this information, or have any queries or complaints, please do not hesitate to contact the Headteacher or Chai r of Governors

Charges for School Activities

The Education Reform Act tried to clarify what schools can and cannot charge for.
The main points are as follows:-
No charge can be made for education in school hours.

No charge can be made for books, materials, instruments or equipment needed for an examination course, but if a student does a practical
subjectandparent s agree to purchase the 6finished articled then the schoc

Some courses involve fieldwork. If this takes place in school hours or as part of a public examination course, no charge can be made, although
parents can be asked for a voluntary contribution.

|l f an activity is an 6optional extrad you can be charged.

Admissions
The Maximum Admission Limit for Eskdale School in 2011/2012 is 146 students.
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: : North Yorkshire

Children’s Trust

Locality Area Liaison Groups

The Area Liaison Groups (ALG) work within the framework o€hthdr €hodosdT
groups are chaired by the Integrated Service Manager in each locality and are administered by the Integrated Services team. They are attended by senior
managers who deliver or who have an interest in services for children and families.

The groups meet termly to : -

- promote, enhance and facilitate close multi-agency working amongst service managers at a local level

- to anticipate, identify and respond to the needs of children and young people 0 -19 in the locality with a focus on the most vulnerable

- to develop, deliver and consistently evaluate efficient and effective local services for children, young people and parents/carers.

- to share data/statistical information to identify local need and make every effort to seek out those who may benefit most fro m services but do not access
them

- to enable the voices of children, young people and their families to be heard in order to ensure that services are provided and reviewed in response to
need

The meetings are attended whenever possible by senior managers locally of key services, i.e. Local Health Services such as Halth Visiting, School Nursing
and Speech and Language Therapy; Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, Local Community and Voluntary Sector Organisatits; District Councils,
Youth Support Services; Children's Social Care; Children's Centre and Early Intervention Services; Q&representatives; Safer Communities; and Housing
Association representatives

They provide an opportunity for the headteachers who act as cluster representatives, or their nominated senior managers, to m eet strategically with all
service managers who provide services to schools, or to families whose children attend schools in their area and to raise matters of relevance to schools.

The meeting agendas address current and emerging issues affecting service provision for children, young people and families in the locality, and new
initiatives or national policy. Recent topics have included the SEN Green Paper; Team around the School; Parenting Strategy; Domestic Abuse; Substance
Misuse; Teenage Pregnancy; Healthy Schools and the Health Related Behaviour Questionnaire (HRBQ); Services for Children witisabilities, including
Short Breaks; Building the capacity to meet the rising demand for the Common Assessment Framework and Early Intervention strategies.

For further information, contact the Integrated Services Manager for your locality. 37



